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Learning Outcomes

ÂÂ To understand the Cartesian coordinate system.
ÂÂ To identify the abscissa, ordinate and coordinates of any given point.
ÂÂ To find the distance between any two points in the Cartesian plane using formula.
ÂÂ To understand the mid-point formula and use it in problem solving.
ÂÂ To derive the section formula and apply this in problem solving.
ÂÂ To understand the centroid formula and to know its applications.

5.1	 Mapping the Plane
How do you write your address? Here is one.

Sarakkalvilai Primary School
135, Sarakkalvilai, 
Sarakkalvilai Housing Board Road, 
Keezha Sarakkalvilai,  
Nagercoil 629002, Kanyakumari Dist.  
Tamil Nadu, India.

COORDINATE 
GEOMETRY

The French Mathematician Rene Descartes (pronounced 
“DAY- CART”) developed a new branch of Mathematics 
known as Analytical Geometry or Coordinate Geometry 
which combined all arithmetic, algebra and geometry 
of the past ages in a single technique of visualising as 
points on a graph and equations as geometrical shapes. 
The fixing of a point position in the plane by assigning 
two numbers, coordinates, giving its distance from two 
lines perpendicular to each other, was entirely Descartes’ 
invention.
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Rene Descartes
(AD(CE)1596-1650)
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Divide each difficulty into as many parts as is 
feasible and necessary to resolve it.

 	 - Rene Descartes
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