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The Cat and the Painkiller 
(An Extract from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer)

Mark Twain

Supplementary

There has always been a close bonding between children and animals. Studies 
have revealed that living with pet animals increases empathy, compassion and  
self-esteem among children.

  Do you have a pet at home? 

  If yes, what animal is it and what is its name?

 � Did you have any humourous moments  
with it? If yes, what was it?

  How do you care for your pets?

Warm up

A Note about the Novel

"The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" is a novel 
about a young boy Tom Sawyer growing up along 
the Mississippi River at St. Petersburg. Tom Sawyer 
lives with his Aunt Polly and his brother Sid. He is up 
to all sorts of mischief. But very cleverly he escapes 
from the punishments that are given to him. He finds school life miserable. But 
after Becky Thatcher‘s arrival in town, he is a bit happy to go to school. Even that 
happiness does not last long as Becky falls ill and does not come to school for a 
very long time. Bored of school, Tom, with his best friends Joe Harper and Huck 
runs away to an island in the Mississippi called Jackson’s Island to become a pirate. 
People in their home town think that they are dead, but to the pleasant shock of 
everyone they arrive at their own funeral.

"The Cat and the PainKiller" is one of the episodes of Tom Sawyer where we 
find him playing pranks on his Aunt Polly, who loves him very much, but does not 
show her love outwardly in order to make Tom a good boy.  

Unit 4

9th English Unit 4 PR PO Supple Pages 088-116.indd   108 28-11-2022   17:27:29


