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The Spider and the Fly
Mary Botham Howitt

If your little brother or sister does not like to eat any of these following vegetables

A How will you make him or her eat them?
A What are all the flattering or tempting words you might use to convince them?
A Work in pairs and enact that moment in front of your classmates.

Read the poem with your partner while one takes up the role of the
Spider and other the Fly.

“Will you walk into my parlour?” said the Spider to the Fly,

“Tis the prettiest little parlour that ever you did spy;

The way into my parlour is up a winding stair,

And I've many curious things to show when you are there.”

“Oh no, no,” said the little Fly, “to ask me is in vain,

For who goes up your winding stair can never come down again.”

“I'm sure you must be weary, dear, with soaring up so high;

Will you rest upon my little bed?” said the Spider to the Fly.

“There are pretty curtains drawn around; the sheets are fine and thin,
And if you like to rest awhile, I'll snugly tuck you in!”

“Oh no, no,” said the little Fly, “for I've often heard it said,

They never, never wake again, who sleep upon your bed!”

Said the cunning Spider to the Fly, “Dear friend what can I do,
To prove the warm affection I've always felt for you?

I have within my pantry, good store of all that’s nice;

I'm sure you're very welcome — will you please to take a slice?”
“Oh no, no,” said the little Fly, “kind Sir, that cannot be,

I've heard what's in your pantry, and I do not wish to see!”
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